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Local Group to host Inaugural Mid-South  
Regional Pickleball Tournament 

USAPA Mid-South Regional set for June 5-7th; First of its Kind 

Over 100 competitors from Texas, Oklahoma, Ar-
kansas, Mississippi and Louisiana will compete in 
the Inaugural USAPA Mid-South Regional Pickle-
ball Tournament on June 5-7th at the Exerfit Gym-
nasium. The event is the first of its kind in the Mid-
South Region.  This event is being produced in a 
joint effort by the Baton Rouge Area Sports Foun-
dation, Louisiana Senior Olympic Games, USAPA 
and BREC; these community stakeholders are also 
known as the Mid-South Regional Pickleball Tour-
nament Committee.  This event is also being  pre-
ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллф [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
Games (See page 3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pickleball was invented in the summer of 1965 by 
Joel Pritchard and his friend Bill Bell.  The game 
Ǝƻǘ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƛǘŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ŎƻŎƪŜǊ ǎǇŀƴƛŜƭ 
Pickles who used to take the ball when it would 
come his way.  Pickleball is a sport similar to ten-
nis except it is played on a badminton court with 
the net lowered to 34 inches.  You play the game 
with a perforated plastic ball, similar to a whiffle 

ball, and composite or wood paddles.  It is easy for 
beginners to learn, but can develop into a quick, 
fast-paced, competitive game for experienced 
players.   
 

Today Competitive Pickleball is played mostly by 
seniors and is the fastest growing senior sport in 
the country.  There are approximately 420 places 
to play across 43 states and four Canadian Prov-
inces. 
 

Registration is now open for this event.  Interested 
players can register online at www.active.com or 
download a registration form at www.brasf.com/
midsouthpickleball.cfm.  The USAPA Mid-South 
Regional will feature age groups that include divi-
sions for all participants.  This event is a USAPA 
sanctioned event but you do not need to be a 
USAPA member to participate in the tournament.  
Mixed Doubles and Doubles competitions will take 
place.  Registration for one event is $25 and two 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ϷолΦ  ! [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ǘ-
ǎƘƛǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
Games medals will be awarded to winners in each 
age group.  The registration deadline is May 11th 
but late registration will be accepted until May 
25th for an additional $5 fee.  For more informa-
tion, contact Eric Engemann at 225.382.3571. 

http://www.active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1706162
http://www.brasf.com/midsouthpickleball.cfm
http://www.brasf.com/midsouthpickleball.cfm
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CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ нллф [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ 

www.lagovernorsgames.org 

нллф [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ 

Schedule of Events: 
 

May 1-3rd 
Tiger Aquatics Spring Invitational 
LSU Natatorium 
 

May 2nd 
Unity Day Karate Seminar & Demo 
Family Christian Academy - Plotts Center 
 

May 9th 
Tangi Archery Club Combo Shoot 
Waddill Wildlife Refuge 
 

May 9-10th 
Louisiana Open Disc Golf Tournament 
Multiple BREC Parks 
 

May 30-31st 
aŜƴΩǎ {ƭƻǿ tƛǘŎƘ {ƻŦǘōŀƭƭ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 
.w9/Ωǎ hŀƪ ±ƛƭƭŀ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ 
 

June 5-7th 
USA Pickleball Mid-South Regional 
Family Christian Academy ς Plotts Center 
 

June 5-7th 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 
Multiple Sites 
 

June 19-21st 
Tiger Aquatics Summer Classic 
LSU Natatorium 
 

June 26-28th 
ASA Bird Dedon Memorial Tournament 
.w9/Ωǎ hŀƪ ±ƛƭƭŀ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ 
 

June 26-28th 
USA Dance 2009 Gumbo of Dance 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 
 

Event Recap: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŀŜƪǿƻƴŘƻ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ DƻǾŜǊπ
ƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ aŀǊŎƘ мп-15th 
at the Family Christian Academy Gymnasium.  
The ITA hosted over 700 competitors from 
South Louisiana and South Mississippi.  Men, 
women, boys and girls ranging from 4 to 60 
years of age competed in the Regional Cham-
pionships.  Thanks to Mr. Joel Neely and his 
team at Taekwondo Plus for their hard work 
in making this event a reality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 
on March 21st, once again at the Family 
Christian Academy Gymnasium, with the 
YMCA Third Street 3-3 Basketball Tourna-
ment.  The youth teams played a round-robin 
style tournament while the adult teams 
played in a double-elimination tournament. 

http://www.lagovernorsgames.org/


 

BATON ROUGE AREA SPORTS FOUNDATION, SPRING 2009 3 

wŜŎŜƴǘ 9ǾŜƴǘ bƻǘŜǎΧΦ 
72nd Southern Bowling Congress Handicap 
March 14-15, 21-22, 25-26 and April 3-5, 2009 

The Greater Baton Rouge USBC Association hosted the 72nd Southern 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ IŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ .ƻǿƭ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴ /ŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ !ƭƭ 
Star Lanes in Baton Rouge on four consecutive weekends during the 
months of March and April.  2300 bowlers participated in this month long 
tournament which concluded on April 5th.  Special thanks goes out to Mr. 
9Ř /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦǎ ŀǘ 5ƻƴ /ŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ .ƻǿƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
Baton Rouge USBC Association for putting on such a successful tourna-
ment.   
 
 

USA Powerlifting Collegiate Nationals 
March 25-27, 2009 
Over the weekend of March 25-27th, 237 collegiate power lifters 
from around the country competed in the USA Power lifting Colle-
giate Nationals at Family Christian Academy in Baton Rouge.  19 
teams participated in this year's event, with the Louisiana-Lafayette 
Men's team and the LSU Women's team winning National Champi-
onships. The composite team National Champion was LSU as well, 
edging out UL-L 107 points to 103 points for the overall title.  Con-
gratulations also to Mr. Paul Fletcher and his group for putting on yet another well run national cham-
pionship power lifting event in the city of Baton Rouge.  Thanks also to the staff at Family Christian 
Academy for their hard work and assistance in hosting this event at your facility. 

 

Red Stick Power Volleyball Tournament 
March 28-29, 2009 

Twenty youth teams from across the state of Louisiana participated in the 
Red Stick Power Volleyball Tournament which took place at Dutchtown High 
School.  Special thanks to Mr. Jimmy Miranda and his staff at Louisiana Vol-
leyball for hosting this event in the Baton Rouge area.  Thanks also to 
Dutchtown High School for hosting this event in their facility. 
 
 

Baton Rouge Pro Tennis Classic 
April 4-11, 2009 
The Price LeBlanc Lexus Pro Tennis Classic got underway on April 6th and contin-
ued through April 11th at the Lamar Tennis Center at the Paula G. Manship 
YMCA.  This annual eight-day event featured 94 competitors from all over the 
globe.  Benjamin Becker of Germany won the Singles title, while the Doubles 
Champions were Rajeev Ram and Bobby Reynolds of the USA.  Congratulations 
to the Tournament Committee on hosting another fantastic event.  Thanks also 
to the USTA Pro Circuit for bringing this high level pro tennis event to our com-
munity. 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OUR RACE SPONSORS: 

AMEDISYS MARDI GRAS MAMBO  
Race Wrap-Up 

On February 14th, the Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation 

along with Club South Runners hosted the largest Mardi Gras 

Mambo 10k and 1 Mile Fun Run in its 11-year history with over 

1000 runners registered.  Although the day began with a torren-

tial downpour, the skies cleared up just in time and the race 

conditions could not have been any better.  The spirit of Mardi 

DǊŀǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǿƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ άaŀƳōƻŜŘέ 

their way through the streets of downtown Baton Rouge.  A 

very special thanks to Amedisys Home Health Services for their 

ǘƛǘƭŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀŎŜΦ   

bŜȄǘ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ wŀŎŜ 5ŀǘŜΥ 

February 20, 2010 


