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Louisiana Governor’s Games makes  
influential impact on Baton Rouge sports 

Baton Rouge area hosts 14 Governor’s Games events from March-June 

¢ƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎπ
ing one of the finest series of amateur sporting 
events has become a reality yet again. Through 
many events hosted here in Baton Rouge and 
throughout the state, the Games have promoted 
physical fitness and health to countless individu-
als. 

During the weekend of May 
1st through 3rd, Tiger 
Aquatics held their Spring 
Invitational Meet at the LSU 
Natatorium. Seventy-seven 
swimmers competed in 
events such as Relays 
(individual and medley), 

Freestyle, and Backstroke over the three days. A 
special thanks goes to David Geyer of Tiger Aquat-
ics for making this event a success.  
 
That first weekend of May also held  the first an-
ƴǳŀƭ ά¦ƴƛǘȅ 5ŀȅέ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ YŀǊŀǘŜ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
Demonstrations which took place at the Family 
Christian Academy gymnasium. This event focused 
on youth and families engaging and empowering 
themselves to succeed in life. Congratulations to 
John Daniel and his team at Daniel Karate Group. 
Thanks also to Family Christian Academy and es-
pecially Robin Herd. 

May 9th and 10th 
were also  fun-filled 
days for the family. 
The Tangi Archery 
/ƭǳōΩǎ /ƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
Shoot had individuals 
competing in a series 
of 20 shots at three 
distances. There was 
also a NFAA hunter 
round.  A thank you 
goes to Ralph Sibley 
and the Tangi Arch-
ery Club for their hard work and devotion to their 
sport and we look forward to working with you in 
the future.  
 
Also happening that weekend was the 6th Annual 
LA Open Disc Golf Tournament.  Nearly 80 indi-
viduals participated in the LA Open Disc Golf Tour-
nament in twelve divisions. Participants played at 
Highland Road Park, Greenwood Park, and Scot-
landville Park. Congratulations to Will Timmons 
and the Baton Rouge Disc Golf Association for an-
other successful event.   
 
1335 youth from around the state attended the 
¦{{{!κDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 
during the weekend of May 22nd.  (Cont., Page 2) 
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Louisiana Governor’s Games, Continued from Page 1 

¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ .w9/Ωǎ hŀƪ ±ƛƭƭŀ .ŀƭƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ǘƘŜ 
άhǇŜƴέ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ул ǘŜŀƳǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
last Saturday in May, 240 players arrived in Baton 
wƻǳƎŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ¦{{{! aŜƴΩǎ {ƭƻǿ tƛǘŎƘ {ƻŦǘōŀƭƭ 
Tournament.  A special thanks to USSSA, Brian 
Deselles, and Joey Odom for making these events 
a success. 

 
The weekend of June 
5th held the USAPA Mid
-South Regional Pickle-
ball Tournament. This 
paddle game brought 
the interest of over a 

hundred participants to the ExerFit Gymnasium. 
There were three main divisions, singles, doubles, 
and mixed doubles. The tournament was set with 
a double elimination in each age group and then 
a single elimination for the division winners.  
Many thanks goes to the Mid-South Regional 
Pickleball Committee, Tom Burkhart, Pierre 
Boudreaux, and John Lopez, for making the event 
a reality. Also thanks to Mandy Leach and the 
ExerFit Family for providing their excellent facil-
ity. 
 
The same weekend of June 5th, 
ǘƘŜ !!¦ .ƻȅΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ƻǳǊπ
nament was taking place at  
many sites throughout the city. 
Youth  between the ages of 9 
years and 17 years participated 
in a single elimination tourna-
ment.  Congratulations to Roch 
Weilbacher and the team at 
Southern AAU for hosting another successful 
event in Baton Rouge. 
 
Tiger Aquatics hosted their Summer Classic on 
June 19-21 at the LSU Natatorium. Over 600 USA 
Swimming participants swam in the events over a 
3 day period. Events are Timed Finals for the 12 
and Under age group or Prelims and Finals for the 
13 and Over age group. Thanks again to David 

Geyer and the Tiger Aquatics Staff. 
 
The following weekend, the Gumbo of Dance 
took place at the 
Crowne Plaza Ball-
room. 250 competi-
tors participated in 
two divisions,  the 
amateur Gumbo 
DanceSport Champi-
onships and the pro-
am Louisiana Challenge. Couples range from 
youth to their 80s and beginners to national 
champions. Congratulations to Ann Durocher for 
a successful event. The same weekend of June 26
-28th, the Bird Dedon Memorial Tournament was 
ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ hŀƪ ±ƛƭƭŀ .ŀƭƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ !{! DƛǊƭΩǎ Cŀǎǘ 
Pitch Softball Tournament took place over three 
days hosting over 700 players. A special thanks to 
Rose Dedon for her dedication to the event. 
 
 
Saturday, July 11th saw the return of the Redfish 
7s Rugby Tournament for their 33rd year. The 
tournament had divisions for high school, 
women, and men. The Redfish 7s Rugby Tourna-
ment is a fast-paced game featuring seven play-
ers per team as compared to the  15 player ver-
sion. It also features a shortened time of 14 min-
utes as compared to 80 minutes. Both of these 
adjustments allow for many games to be played 
in a day. Thanks goes to Craig Gothreaux and the 
Baton Rouge Rugby Football Club for putting on a 
successful tournament. 
 
[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ 
Physical Fitness and Sport and Mr. Rudy Macklin 
for their dedication to creating and providing 
competitive athletic opportunities for all citizens 
of our state.  The Sports Foundation is proud to 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ 
Macklin to continue to grow this series of events 
and continue to improve quality of life for the 
people of this area and around the state. 

For more information about the 2009 Louisiana Governor’s Games, visit: 

www.lagovernorsgames.org 

http://www.lagovernorsgames.org/
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During the first six months of 2009, the Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation has experienced a signifi-

cant amount of growth, both in the number of supported events and the number of athletes and par-

ticipants that have taken part in athletic events and activities here in the Baton Rouge area.  For the six 

months ending June 30th, the Sports Foundation supported 70 events, drawing over 29,000 partici-

pants and a total travel party of 91,724 to our community.  These events produced an estimated eco-

nomic impact of $24,771,152.  Based on these performance measures, the first two quarters of 2009 

are unequivocally the best six months the Sports Foundation has experienced in our 15 year history. 
 

This unprecedented growth is the result of many factors.  First, our local sports coordinators, tourna-

ment directors and event organizers have promoted and developed their events and individual activi-

ties at a level not previously seen by our organization.  Events that have been a part of our community 

for many years continue to grow and new activities and the events that come with them have sprung 

up and developed into legitimate recreational and competitive opportunities.  Our tennis and soccer 

organizations continue to bring in thousands upon thousands of players, coaches and their families to 

participate in tournaments at all levels and ages at some of the finest facilities of their kind here in Ba-

ton Rouge.  The Baton Rouge Volleyball Blast-Off, with 79 teams in 2009, continues to mark the begin-

ning of the club volleyball season in our state.  The baseball, fast-pitch softball and slow-pitch softball 

groups and tournament directors have developed the Baton Rouge area into a first-class destination 

for tournament play along the I-10 corridor.  Baton Rouge Ultimate Frisbee hosted their 22nd annual 

Mardi Gras Invitational, one of the largest Ultimate events in the country with teams from over 20 

states participating.  And the Gumbo of Ballroom DanceSport Championships is widely regarded 

throughout their sport as one of the finest competitions of its kind in the country. 
 

Secondly and most exciting for our organization are the new events that have developed over the last 

couple of years.  The USA Pickleball Association hosted the first Mid-South Regional Pickleball Tourna-

ment here in June.  With the help of Baton Rouge Coca-Cola, the LHSAA and Malco Bowling, the Coca-

Cola High School Bowling Invitational was resurrected, bringing 374 youth bowlers to our city to kick-

off the high school bowling season in our state.  And the expansion of the Purple and Gold Champion-

ships to include dance/cheer as well as gymnastics drew over 1,000 competitors for the first time in 

the long history of the event.  Lastly, 2009 has also seen a number of regional and national events that 

have called Baton Rouge home this year, especially in the sport of bowling.  In April, the Southern 

Bowling Congress brought 2,300 bowlers to Baton Rouge over four weekends.  Also of note, USA Pow-

erlifting hosted their annual Collegiate Nationals in Baton Rouge in March, drawing 250 lifters from 

around the country.    
 

Most important to note however is absolutely none of these stories of success would be possible 

without the hard work and dedication of our local sports coordinators, tournament directors, event 

organizers, event sponsors and facility owners.  These individuals and groups are an invaluable asset 

to our community, providing the organization, passion and enthusiasm for their sports and activities 

that make so many of our local athletic events so successful.  The staff of the Sports Foundation sin-

cerely thanks all these organizations, groups and individuals for making what we do in the commu-

nity a reality.  We look forward to the rest of 2009 and continuing to build on this success to fulfill 

our mission by creating a positive economic impact on Baton Rouge through the industry of sport. 

Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation 
 

1st and 2nd Quarter Review 
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Oak Villa Wrap-up…. 
The staff of Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation would like to thank BREC and their staff, es-
pecially Tommy Green, Manuel Walters and Steve Ramirez for all their cooperation, support 
and dedication in helping our tournament directors put together a very successful spring and 
summer season. We would also like to thank Ernie Brewer with the Baton Rouge Police Depart-
ment and Mike Chustz with Baton Rouge EMS for their help in keeping Oak Villa safe and se-
cure for the nearly 8,000 participants that have competed at the facility this year.  
 

Slow Pitch Softball 
March 1st: USSSA Capital City Classic - 26 Teams, 4 Fields 
March 8th: USSSA Redstick Classic II - 17 Teams, 4 Fields 
aŀȅ млǘƘΥ ¦{{{! aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ - 24 Teams, 4 Fields 
May 17th: USSSA Oak Villa Classic II - 8 Teams, 2 Fields 
aŀȅ омǎǘΥ ¦{{{! [! DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ - 20 Teams, 4 Fields 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ  ǘƻ .Ǌƛŀƴ 5ŜǎŜƭƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ .ƻǳŘǊŜŀǳȄ ƻŦ ¦{{{!Σ ŀƴŘ wǳŘȅ aŀŎƪƭƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
Games for their hard work and efforts in making  these events a success. 
 

Fast Pitch Softball 
June 7th: IFA LA Patriots Tournament - 60 Teams, 4 Fields 
June 14th: ASA National A/Regional A&B Qualifier - 5 Teams, 1 Field 
June 28th: ASA 13th Annual Bird Dedon Memorial - 48 Teams, 8 Fields 
July 12th: ASA State A&B - 50 Teams, 8 Fields 
July 19th: ASA Gold Regional Qualifier & Baton Rouge Food Bank - 23 Teams, 4 Fields 

 

A special thanks to Mrs. Rose Dedon and Ben Guidry for their long-time dedication to fast-pitch softball 
and for once again hosting some of our largest and most successful events in our community.  
 

Baseball 
March 22nd: USSSA March Madness AA - 28 Teams, 4 Fields 
April 5th: USSSA Battle of the Top Dogs - 35 Teams, 7 Fields 
May 3rd: USSSA Tiger Town Showdown VI - 58 Teams, 8 Fields 
aŀȅ млǘƘΥ ¦{{{! {ǳǇŜǊ aƻƳΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ - 9 Teams, 2 Fields 
May 17th: USSSA Young Guns Shootout - 32 Teams, 5 Fields 
May 24th: USSSA Global Qualifier - 89 Teams, 8 Fields 
June 7th: USSSA Summer Heater - 27 Teams, 4 Fields 
June 21st: USSSA South Major State - 38 Teams, 8 Fields 

 

Thanks to Joey Odom, Lane Pitre, Ronnie Farce, and all of our USSSA tournament directors for all  their 
cooperation, hard work and dedication in producing our best year of baseball activity that Oak Villa has 
ever hosted.  We look forward to working with you for a bigger and better 2010. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

July 25th  

USATF Region Open & Masters Outdoor Championship 
LSUɀ Bernie Moore Track Stadium 
 

August 1st 
Summer Sizzlerɀ Disc Golf 
BRECs Flanacher Road Park 
 

August 1-2nd 
USSSA Class C State Tournament 
"2%#ȭÓ /ÁË 6ÉÌÌÁ #ÏÍÐÌÅØ 
 

August 29 th  

Capital City Classic 
Baton Rouge River Center 
 

September 12 th  

Australian Rules Football 
"2%#ȭÓ #ÌÁÒË 0ÁÒË 
 

September 19 -20 th  
LA Statesɀ Disc Golf 
Multiple Sites 
 

September 25 -27 th  
LA Hustlers Diamond Showcase 
"2%#ȭÓ /ÁË 6ÉÌÌÁ #ÏÍÐÌÅØ 
 

September 28 -30 th  

Louisiana Senior Olympic GamesɀBowling 
$ÏÎ #ÁÒÔÅÒȭÓ 
 

September 30 thɀ October 2nd 

Louisiana Senior Olympic Games-Shuffleboard 
ExerFit Gymnasium 
 

October 2-4th  
US Youth Soccer Region III Meeting 
Holiday Inn South 
 

October 3-4th  
United Cup Soccer Tournament 
"2%#ȭÓ "ÕÒÂÁÎË 3ÏÃÃÅÒ #ÏÍÐÌÅØ 
 

October 10 -11 th  

Louisiana Senior Olympic Games-Pickleball 
ExerFit Gymnasium 
 

October 17 th  
Haunted Hollowɀ Disc Golf 
"2%#ȭÓ &ÌÁÎÁÃÈÅÒ 2ÏÁÄ 0ÁÒË 
 

 

 

Founders 
Chase 

Baton Rouge Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Entergy 

Mockler Beverage Company 
McDonalds/Valluzzo Family 

Gerry Lane Enterprises 
Baton Rouge General 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Verge Ausberry 
Louisiana State University 

 

Calvin Beal 
Economic Freedom Association 

 

Gregory Bowser 
Louisiana Chemical Association 

 

Earl Hill 
Southern University (Alternate) 

 

Greg LaFleur 
Southern University 

 

Wally McMakin 
At-Large 

 

Scott Michelet 
Baton Rouge Hospitality Management Assoc. 

 

Patrick Mockler 
At-Large 

 

Jerry Provencher 
Louisiana Restaurant Association 

 

Garth Roberts 
At-Large 

 

Gordy Rush 
At-Large 

 

Jerry L. Stovall, Jr. 
At-Large 

 

Collis Temple, Jr. 
BREC Representative 

 

Michael Trufant 
At-Large 

 

Karl Watlington 
At-Large 

 

Alfred Williams 
aŀȅƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

 

Sponsors 
Baton Rouge Area Foundation 

Turner Industries 
Amedisys 

Acadian Ambulance 
ISC 

Holiday Inn South 
Guaranty Broadcasting 

Channel 9 WAFB-TV 
BR Business Report/225 Magazine 

W & C Properties 
Cajun Industries 


