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Youth Soccer, Baseball Tournaments  
bring in over $9.4 million to Baton Rouge 

¦{ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ƻŎŎŜǊΣ ¦{{{!κDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ Ŏƛǘȅ 

In February 2008, a delegation of Baton Rouge and Louisiana Soccer Association officials, 
accompanied by and with the support of the City of Baton Rouge, the Baton Rouge Conven-
ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘƻƴ wƻǳƎŜ !ǊŜŀ {ǇƻǊǘǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ tƛǘǘǎπ
burgh, PA to secure the 2010 US Youth Soccer Region III Championships. 28 months later, 
approximately 4,000 soccer players encompassing 184 teams from 11 states arrived in Ba-
ton Rouge bringing with them a travel party of 8,000 family, friends, state officials, regional 
tournament staff and referees. Analysis by the Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation esti-
mates the economic impact of the event to be just 
over $7.27 million.  
 

The tournament kicked off on June 17th with the 
ǘŜŀƳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǘ [{¦Ωǎ 
Pete Maravich Assembly Center. Athletes, parents 
and coaches packed the PMAC for the traditional  
state pin swap, then settled in for a performance by 
the Futboleros, a traveling soccer entertainment 
group from Los Angeles. The ceremonies included 
welcomes from Mayor Kip Holden, BRACVB Presi-
dent Paul Arrigo, and Bob Singer, US Youth Soccer 
Region III Director. Representatives from each of the 
12 Region III associations processed onto the PMAC 
floor accompanied by local jazz band The Michael 
Foster Project and announced the teams represent-
ing their state association in each age group. 
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YOUTH SOCCER & BASEBALL, CONTINUED 
Play began on Friday, June 18th with pool play in 
each of the six age groups (U14-U19). Saturday saw 
a significant rain/lightning delay that pushed U-18 
games all the way back to a 12 a.m. start and had 
those teams playing well into the night. 96 teams 
remained at the conclusion of pool play on Sunday 
evening, with 8 teams in 12 age groups qualifying for 
the knock-out rounds. The quarterfinals and semifi-
nals were played early in the day on Monday and 
Tuesday, eliminating some of the heat and possible 
afternoon thunderstorms. And by mid-day Wednes-
day, after six games in six days of competition, 12 
teams had qualified for the US Youth Soccer Nation-
als in Overland Park, Kansas. Teams from North 
Texas nabbed 5 spots at Nationals, followed by Georgia with three teams and South Texas 
with two. North Carolina and Florida each had one team qualify. 
 

The Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation would like to commend the Baton Rouge Soccer As-
sociation and Louisiana Soccer Association for putting on a fantastic event that was widely 
hailed as one of the best Region III tournaments to date. The dedication and hard work of your 
staffs and volunteers over not only the duration of the tournament but in the months and 
years leading up to this event was exceptional. Congratulations also to BREC and the Burbank 

Soccer Complex crew who did a tremendous job not 
only in preparing and maintaining the fields during the 
event, but also in keeping the complex clean and tidy 
throughout the duration of the tournament. Also a big 
thanks to the staff of the Baton Rouge Convention and 
±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǇǊƻǇπ
erties and for putting together a fantastic opening cere-
mony. 

¦{{{! Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǇƻǊǘǎκDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ мнт ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ .ŀǘƻƴ wƻǳƎŜ 
 

Over the weekend of May 28-олΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{{{! Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǇƻǊǘǎκDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
Games baseball tournament brought 127 youth baseball teams to the 
Baton Rouge area for three days of competition.  Tournament games 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇƭƛǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .w9/Ωǎ hŀƪ ±ƛƭƭŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ /ȅǇǊŜǎǎ aƻǳƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
127 teams represented over 1,900 athletes with an additional 5,000 peo-
ple accompanying them. 
 

Congratulations to Mr. Joey Odom and the Louisiana USSSA staff as well 
ŀǎ wǳŘȅ aŀŎƪƭƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴπ
other great baseball event in our community.   
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FORGE TRAIL SERIES CONTINUES IN OCTOBER 
 

The Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation is proud to support the Forge Trail Series - the final 
ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ фǘƘΣ ŀǘ .w9/Ωǎ IƻƻǇŜǊ wƻŀŘ tŀǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ  

October race will feature the Forge Trails Festival, an interactive day of fun and adventure for 
the whole family!  Registration will be available soon at www.active.com! 

http://www.forgeracing.net/Forge_Racing/Forge_Trail_Series.html
http://www.active.com


 

BATON ROUGE AREA SPORTS FOUNDATION, SUMMER 2010 4 

wŜŎŜƴǘ 9ǾŜƴǘ bƻǘŜǎΧΦ 
USAPA Mid-South Regional Tournament 
June 4-6, 2010 
 

The USAPA Mid- South Pickle Ball Tournament was a great success in its 
second year. The event was hosted at the ExerFit Gymnasium in a span of 
three days from June 4-6. There were 145 competitors, an increase from 
102 in 2009, ranging in age from 14 to 80 years old.  Participants traveled 
from around the country, from states as far as Arizona.  Special thanks goes 
out to the USAPA  Mid-South Pickle Ball Tournament Committee, Exerfit 
and to all the participants who made this tournament possible.  
 

Louisiana Night Jam III 
June 5, 2010 
 

¢ƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ bƛƎƘǘ WŀƳ LLL ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΩǎ ¢Ǌƛ-Lakes was another terri-
ŦƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
designed ski lakes just north of Baton Rouge in Zachary, LA. It was a one day 
event with 31 competitors from all over the world, making this a truly inter-
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  ! Ƨƻō ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ !Ƴȅ .ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǘ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ 
putting on another tremendous, unique and fun event here in the Baton 
Rouge area.  
 

[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ϧ CƛŜƭŘ  
June 5-6, 2010 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ϧ CƛŜƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 
[{¦Ωǎ .ŜǊƴƛŜ aƻƻǊŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅ ǎǇŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
1,110 total participants, from ages 4 to 18, that came out to compete.  
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ 
and Sports, helping to encourage good health to youth in Louisiana.   
Special thanks to Rudy Macklin and LSU Athletics for hosting this event in 
Baton Rouge. 
 

ASA Louisiana Patriots Tournament 
June 4-6, 2010 
For two days during the beginning of June, 765 girls in various age 
groups came out to compete in the 28th Annual Patriots Softball 
Tournament. This is one of the oldest and largest independent fast 
pitch softball tournaments in the South. The event was hosted at 

.w9/Ωǎ hŀƪ ±ƛƭƭŀ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ Φ  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ .Ŝƴ DǳƛŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǘǊƛƻǘΩǎ 
organization for all their hard work in putting on another great tournament here this summer. 


